
SECTION 12.C – UNTIL 31 MARCH 2020

 

Discharges of water or any contaminant

 to water

The discharge of contaminants or water is to water (including 

groundwater)

Causes an objectionable odour, or a conspicuous oil or grease film, 

scum or foam in a drain or race that flows to a lake, river or RSW, 

or in a lake, river or RSW or in a bore or sump (Rule 12.C.0.1)

Yes

No

Is from an animal waste system or a silage storage, or a 

composting process

The discharge is made 

- to a lake, river or RSW, a race or a drain connected to a lake, river or RSW, or 

- to a bore or sump; or

- to saturated land, or 

- to the bed of a lake or river or Regionally Significant Wetland, or 

- within 50m of any lake, river or RSW, or 

- within 50m of any bore or sump ,

or the discharge results in ponding (Rule 12.C.0.2)

Yes PROHIBITEDYes

Contains sediment

Contains sediment that discharges to a lake, river, RSW, or to a 

drain or race flowing to a lake, river or RSW, and is from 

disturbed land and no sediment control measure has been taken 

(Rule 12.C.0.3)

Results in a visual change in colour or clarity or a noticeable 

local sedimentation in the receiving water specified above (Rule 

12.C.1.1)

Yes

Results in flooding, land instability, or property damage OR 

discharges to water in another catchment OR changes the water 

level range or hydrological function of a RSW (Rules 12.C.1.1 

and 12.C.3.1)

FULLY 

DISCRETIONARY

RESTRICTED 

DISCRETIONARY
PERMITTED

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

No

Enters a lake, river or wetland, or an open drain, or water race 

flowing to a lake, river or wetland

No

No

The discharge has an odour, oil or grease film, scum or foam, 

floatable or suspended material other than inorganic sediment 

when it is about to first enter the receiving water specified above 

(Rules 12.C.1.1 and 12.C.3.1)

Yes

Yes

The discharge has never been consented or results from a 

short term activity with a short term adverse effect (Rules 

12.C.2.1 and 12.C.2.2)

Yes

No

This flow-chart applies to any discharge of water or any contaminant to water which:

- is not from a water race that discharges to a lake, river or wetland, or to a race flowing to a lake, river or wetland, and that does not convey irrigation runoff

- is not from a dam permitted under Rule 13.2.1.3 that discharges to a lake, river or wetland, unless the dam is used for the storage of contaminants (small 

capture dams).



SECTION 12.C – UNTIL 31 MARCH 2020

Discharges of water or any contaminant 

to land in circumstances where it may enter water

The discharge of contaminants or water is to land in 

circumstances where it may enter water (including 

groundwater)

Is from an animal waste system or a silage storage, or 

a composting process

The discharge is made 

-  to a race or a drain connected to a lake, river or RSW, or

- to a bore or sump; or

- to saturated land, or 

- to the bed of a lake or river or Regionally Significant Wetland, or 

- within 50m of any lake, river or RSW, or 

- within 50m of any bore or sump ,

or the discharge results in ponding (Rule 12.C.0.2)

Yes

Yes

Contains sediment

Contains sediment that discharges to a lake, river, 

RSW, or to a drain or race flowing to a lake, river or 

RSW, and is from disturbed land and no sediment 

control measure has been taken (Rule 12.C.0.3)

PROHIBITED

Results in a visual change in colour or clarity or 

a noticeable local sedimentation in the 

receiving water specified above (Rule 

12.C.1.1)

Yes

Results in flooding, land instability, or property 

damage OR discharges to water in another catchment 

OR changes the water level range or hydrological 

function of a RSW (Rules 12.C.1.1 and 12.C.3.1)

FULLY 

DISCRETIONARY

RESTRICTED 

DISCRETIONARY
PERMITTED

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No
No

Enters a lake, river or wetland, or an open drain, or 

water race flowing to a lake, river or wetland

No

No

The discharge has an odour, oil or grease film, scum 

or foam, floatable or suspended material other than 

inorganic sediment when it is about to first enter the 

receiving water specified above (Rules 12.C.1.1 and 

12.C.3.1)

Yes

Yes

The discharge has never been consented 

or results from a short term activity with a 

short term adverse effect (Rules 12.C.2.1 

and 12.C.2.2)

Yes

No

This flow-chart applies to any discharge of water or any contaminant to land in circumstances where the contaminant may enter water.

Note that another flow-chart addresses specifically discharges of nitrogen from land to groundwater.



Causes an objectionable odour, or a conspicuous oil 

or grease film, scum or foam in a drain or race that 

flows to a lake, river or RSW, or in a lake, river or 

RSW or in a bore or sump (Rule 12.C.0.1)

Yes PROHIBITED

No

Water discharges from one catchment to another 

(Rules 12.C.1.2 and 12.C.3.1)

FULLY 

DISCRETIONARY

Alters the water level range or the hydrological 

function of a Regionally Significant Wetland (Rules 

12.C.1.2 and 12.C.3.1)

PERMITTED

The discharge of contaminants or water 

to a lake, river or wetland 

This flow chart applies to any discharge of water or any contaminant to a lake, river or wetland, or to a race 

that flows to a lake, river or wetland, from a water race that does not convey irrigation runoff  or from a dam 

permitted under Rule 13.2.1.3 which is not used for the purpose of the storage of contaminants.

SECTION 12.C – UNTIL 31 MARCH 2020

Discharges of water or any contaminant to 

water from a race or a small dam

The race or dam operator has caused the 

contaminant to be discharged to the race or dam from 

which it is discharged

Yes

Yes

No

The discharge has already been 

consented  (Rules 12.C.2.1)

Yes

RESTRICTED 

DISCRETIONARY

No

Yes

Results in flooding, land instability, or property 

damage 
Yes

The discharge results in a conspicuous change in 

colour or clarity, OR has floatable or suspended 

materials

Yes

No

No

No

No



The discharge is a discharge of 

nitrogen to land in circumstances 

where it may enter groundwater

PERMITTED

SECTION 12.C – UNTIL 31 MARCH 2020

Discharges of nitrogen from land to 

groundwater

The landholder:

- maintains a record of all necessary data for 

running OVERSEER Version 6; AND

- provides these data to the Council on 

request (Rule 12.C.1.3)

Yes

The discharge has already been 

consented (Rules 12.C.2.3 and 

12.C.3.1)

No

RESTRICTED 

DISCRETIONARY

No

FULLY 

DISCRETIONARY

Yes

The discharge creates erosion, 

land instability, flooding or 

property damage (Rule 12.C.1.2)

FULLY 

DISCRETIONARY

Yes

No



The discharge of contaminants or water is to 

water (including groundwater)

Causes an objectionable odour, or a conspicuous oil or grease 

film, scum or foam in a drain or race that flows to a lake, river or 

RSW, or in a lake, river or RSW or in a bore or sump (Rule 

12.C.0.1)

Yes

No

Is from an animal waste system or a silage storage, or a 

composting process

The discharge is made 

- to a lake, river or RSW, a race or a drain connected to a lake, river or RSW, or 

- to a bore or sump; or

- to saturated land, or 

- to the bed of a lake or river or Regionally Significant Wetland, or 

- within 50m of any lake, river or RSW, or 

- within 50m of any bore or sump ,

or the discharge results in ponding (Rule 12.C.0.2)

Yes PROHIBITEDYes

Contains sediment

Contains sediment that discharges to a lake, river, RSW, or to a 

drain or race flowing to a lake, river or RSW, and is from disturbed 

land and no sediment control measure has been taken (Rule 

12.C.0.3)

Results in a visual change in colour or clarity or a noticeable local 

sedimentation in the receiving water specified above (Rule 

12.C.1.2)

Contains Schedule 16 contaminants

Yes

At the representative 

flow monitoring site,  

water is at or below 

median the reference 

flow (see Schedule 

16B)

Yes

The limits in Schedule 16A are met 

where the discharge first enters water 

in a lake, river, wetland, or open drain, 

or race flowing to a lake, river or 

wetland (Rule 12.C.1.2)

Yes

Results in flooding, land instability, or property damage OR 

discharges to water in another catchment OR changes the water 

level range or hydrological function of a RSW (Rules 12.C.1.1 and 

12.C.3.1)

FULLY 

DISCRETIONARY

RESTRICTED 

DISCRETIONARY

The discharge has never been consented 

or results from a short term activity with a 

short term adverse effect (Rules 12.C.2.1 

and 12.C.2.2)

No

PERMITTED

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No
Yes

No
No

No

Enters a lake, river or wetland, or an open drain, or water race 

flowing to a lake, river or wetland

No

No

The discharge has an odour, oil or grease film, scum or foam, 

floatable or suspended material other than inorganic sediment 

when it is about to first enter the receiving water specified above 

(Rules 12.C.1.2 and 12.C.3.1)

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

SECTION 12.C – FROM 01 APRIL 2020

Discharges of water or any contaminant 

to water

This flow-chart applies to any discharge of water or any contaminant to water which:

- is not from a water race that discharges to a lake, river or wetland, or to a race flowing to a lake, river or wetland, and that does not convey irrigation runoff

- is not from a dam permitted under Rule 13.2.1.3 that discharges to a lake, river or wetland, unless the dam is used for the storage of contaminants (small 

capture dams).



SECTION 12.C – FROM 01 APRIL 2020

Discharges of water or any contaminant 

to land in circumstances where it may enter water

This flow-chart applies to any discharge of water or any contaminant to land in circumstances where the contaminant may enter water.

Note that another flow-chart addresses specifically discharges of nitrogen from land to groundwater.

PROHIBITEDYes

Contains sediment

Contains sediment that discharges to a lake, river, RSW, or to a 

drain or race flowing to a lake, river or RSW, and is from disturbed 

land and no sediment control measure has been taken (Rule 

12.C.0.3)

Results in a visual change in colour or clarity or a noticeable local 

sedimentation in the receiving water specified above (Rule 

12.C.1.2)

Contains Schedule 16 contaminants

Yes

At the representative 

flow monitoring site,  

water is at or below 

median the reference 

flow (see Schedule 

16B)

Yes

The limits in Schedule 16A are met 

where the discharge first enters water 

in a lake, river, wetland, or open drain, 

or race flowing to a lake, river or 

wetland (Rule 12.C.1.2)

Yes

Results in flooding, land instability, or property damage OR 

discharges to water in another catchment OR changes the water 

level range or hydrological function of a RSW (Rules 12.C.1.1 and 

12.C.3.1)

FULLY 

DISCRETIONARY

RESTRICTED 

DISCRETIONARY

The discharge has never been consented 

or results from a short term activity with a 

short term adverse effect (Rules 12.C.2.1 

and 12.C.2.2)

No

PERMITTED

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No
Yes

No
No

No

Enters a lake, river or wetland, or an open drain, or water race 

flowing to a lake, river or wetland

No

No

The discharge has an odour, oil or grease film, scum or foam, 

floatable or suspended material other than inorganic sediment 

when it is about to first enter the receiving water specified above 

(Rules 12.C.1.2 and 12.C.3.1)

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

The discharge of contaminants or water is to 

land in circumstances where it may enter 

water (including groundwater)

Is from an animal waste system or a silage storage, or a 

composting process

The discharge is made 

-  to a race or a drain connected to a lake, river or RSW, or

- to a bore or sump; or

- to saturated land, or 

- to the bed of a lake or river or Regionally Significant Wetland, or 

- within 50m of any lake, river or RSW, or 

- within 50m of any bore or sump ,

or the discharge results in ponding (Rule 12.C.0.2)

Yes

No



Causes an objectionable odour, or a conspicuous oil 

or grease film, scum or foam in a drain or race that 

flows to a lake, river or RSW, or in a lake, river or 

RSW or in a bore or sump (Rule 12.C.0.1)

Yes PROHIBITED

No

Water discharges from one catchment to another 

(Rules 12.C.1.2 and 12.C.3.1)

FULLY 

DISCRETIONARY

Alters the water level range or the hydrological 

function of a Regionally Significant Wetland (Rules 

12.C.1.2 and 12.C.3.1)

PERMITTED

The discharge of contaminants or water 

to a lake, river or wetland 

This flow chart applies to any discharge of water or any contaminant to a lake, river or wetland, or to a race 

that flows to a lake, river or wetland, from a water race that does not convey irrigation runoff  or from a dam 

permitted under Rule 13.2.1.3 which is not used for the purpose of the storage of contaminants.

SECTION 12.C – FROM 01 APRIL 2020

Discharges of water or any contaminant to 

water from a race or a small dam

The race or dam operator has caused the 

contaminant to be discharged to the race or dam from 

which it is discharged

Yes

Yes

No

The discharge has already been 

consented  (Rules 12.C.2.1)

Yes

RESTRICTED 

DISCRETIONARY

No

Yes

Results in flooding, land instability, or property 

damage 
Yes

The discharge results in a conspicuous change in 

colour or clarity, OR has floatable or suspended 

materials

Yes

No

No

No

No



The discharge is a discharge of 

nitrogen to land in circumstances 

where it may enter groundwater

The discharge is on a nitrogen 

sensitive zone identified in Map 

H5 or H6

The nitrogen leaching calculated 

using OVERSEER 6 exceeds an 

average of 10 kgN/ha/y (Rule 

12.C.1.3)

Yes

The discharge is on a nitrogen 

sensitive zone identified in Maps 

H1 to H4

The nitrogen leaching calculated 

using OVERSEER 6 exceeds an 

average of 20 kgN/ha/y (Rule 

12.C.1.3)

Yes

The nitrogen leaching calculated 

using OVERSEER 6 exceeds an 

average of 30 kgN/ha/y (Rule 

12.C.1.3)

No

PERMITTEDNo

RESTRICTED 

DISCRETIONARY

No

PERMITTEDNo

PERMITTEDNo

The discharge has already been 

consented (Rule 12.C.2.3)

Yes

No

FULLY 

DISCRETIONARY
Yes

RESTRICTED 

DISCRETIONARY

The discharge has already been 

consented (Rule 12.C.2.3)

Yes

No

FULLY 

DISCRETIONARY
Yes

RESTRICTED 

DISCRETIONARY

The discharge has already been 

consented (Rule 12.C.2.3)

Yes

No

FULLY 

DISCRETIONARY
Yes

The discharge creates erosion, land 

instability, flooding or property 

damage (Rule 12.C.1.2)

No

FULLY 

DISCRETIONARY

Yes

SECTION 12.C – FROM 01 APRIL 2020

Discharges of nitrogen from land to 

groundwater
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