
Preparing a Consent Application for 
Intensive Winter Grazing (IWG)

Farmer Workshop

The Agenda

1. Welcome

2. IWG rules, pathways, key dates & costs

3. Questions

4. Workshop session 



What is IWG?

• IWG = grazing livestock on annual forage crop, 1 May 
to 30 Sept

• Annual Forage crop= crop grazed in the place grown, 
excludes pasture or crop grown for arable or 
horticultural land use

• National rules implemented by ORC

• Three pathways for farmers: 

1. Meet permitted conditions

2. Get ORC resource consent

3. Freshwater Farm Plan, but not yet…



IWG permitted activity conditions
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IF ANY condition is not met, resource consent is needed…



IWG permitted activity conditions

✓ Land holding had IWG between 2014 & 2019

✓ IWG area ≤ 50 ha or 10% of the farm, 
whichever is greater

✓ Slope ≤ 10 degrees over any 20 m distance

✓ Livestock ≥ 5 m away from a river, wetland, 
lake or surface drain

✓ Critical Source Areas:

o not grazed during the IWG period

o vegetation maintained as ground cover

o no cultivation or harvesting of annual 
forage crops

✓ Pugging standard – take all reasonably 
practicable steps to minimise effects of 
pugging on freshwater

✓ Ground cover - ensure vegetation as soon as 
practicable after livestock grazing is finished 

IF ANY condition is not met, resource consent is 
needed…



IWG resource consent application 
process
You will need: 

• Farm map, legal descriptions of IWG blocks

• ORC’s Intensive Winter Grazing plan or similar 
(BLNZ etc) 

• ORC’s IWG resource consent application form

Main focus is winter 2023 IWG detail

• IWG plans for 2024 & beyond can be provided 
in future years

Timeframes

• 20 working days to process, subject to 
complete info

Consent term 

• Suggest 3-5 years; longer periods require more 
information

https://www.orc.govt.nz/media/12685/intensive-winter-grazing-on-the-ground-action-plan.pdf
https://www.orc.govt.nz/media/12693/application-form-iwg-822.pdf










Farm Plan/map
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IWG over consent 
period
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Consent conditions
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Resources 

•Consents Team

•Public.enquiries@orc.govt.nz

•Catchment Advisors

•Compliance Team

Who can help?

•Site visits

•Good practice advice

•Catchment/farmer group sessions

•Consent questions

What we can help with

• Information on grazing

•Consent forms

•Videos

•Mapping tool

ORC website:

mailto:Public.enquiries@orc.govt.nz


public.enquiries@orc.govt.nz

Questions?



Submitting your application

▪ Online using the online portal

▪ Email it to:

▪ Consents.applications@orc.govt.nz

▪ Hand it in today

▪ Post it to us:

▪ 70 Stafford Street, Private Bag 1954, Dunedin 9054

mailto:Consents.applications@orc.govt.nz

